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 The earliest written evidence of people living in the territory of the present-day 

Romania comes from Herodotus in book IV of his Histories written c. 440 

BCE.  The Dacians were a branch of Thracians that inhabited Dacia 

(corresponding to modern Romania, Moldova, northern Bulgaria and 

surroundings). 

 

• The Dacian Kingdom reached its maximum expansion during King Burebista, 

between 82 BCE - 44 BCE. Under his leadership Dacia became a powerful state 

which threatened the regional interests of the Romans. Julius Caesar intended 

to start a campaign against the Dacians, due to the support that Burebista gave 

to Pompey, but was assassinated in 44 BC. A few months later, Burebista shared 

the same fate, assassinated by his own noblemen. Another theory suggests that 

he was killed by Caesar's friends. His powerful state was divided in four and did 

not become unified again until 95 AD, under the reign of the Dacian 

king Decebalus. 



 

 The Roman Empire conquered Moesia by 29 BC, reaching the Danube. In 87 AD 

Emperor Domitian sent six legions into Dacia, which were defeated at Tapae. The 

Dacians were eventually defeated by Emperor Traian in two campaigns stretching 

from 101 AD to 106 AD and the core of their kingdom was turned into the 

province of Roman Dacia. 

 

 The Romans exploited the rich ore deposits of Dacia. Gold and silver were 

especially plentiful and were found in great quantities in the Western 

Carpathians. After Traian's conquest, he brought back to Rome over 165 tons of 

gold and 330 tons of silver. The Romans heavily colonized the province and thus 

started a period of intense romanization, the Vulgar Latin giving birth to 

theProto-Romanian language. 

 



A Dacian 



 

 

 

 The geographical position of Dacia Felix (another name for the Roman province 

of Dacia) made it difficult to defend against the barbarians, and during 240 AD 

- 256 AD, under the attacks of the Carpi and the Goths, Dacia was lost. 

The Roman Empire withdrew from Dacia Romana around 271 AD, thus making 

it the first province to be abandoned. 

 

 Roman conquest of Dacia stands at the base of the origin of Romanians. Several 

competing theories have been introduced to explain the origin of modern 

Romanians. Linguistic and geo-historical analyses tend to indicate 

that Romanians have formed as a major ethnic group both South and North of 

the Danube. 



Tropaeum   traiani 

 The Tropaeum Traiani is a monument built in 109 in then Moesia Inferior to 

commemorate Roman Emperor Traian's victory over the Dacians, in the winter of 

101-102, in the Battle of Adamclisi. Before Trajan's construction, an altar existed 

there, on the walls of which were inscribed the names of the 

3,000 legionaries and auxilia(servicemen) who had died "fighting for the 

Republic".  

 Traian's monument was dedicated to the god Mars Ultor in 107/108 AD. On the 

monument there were 54 metopes depicting Roman legions fighting against 

enemies; most of these metopes are preserved in the museum nearby. The 

monument was supposed to be a warning to the tribes outside this newly 

conquered province. 

 By the 20th century, the monument was reduced to a mound of stone and mortar, 

with a large number of the original bas-reliefs scattered around. The present 

edifice is a reconstruction dating from 1977. The nearby museum contains many 

archaeological objects, including parts of the original Roman monument.  



Tropaeum Traiani 



HERCULe's  STATUE 

 

 The spa town of Băile Herculane has a long history of human habitation. 

Numerous archaeological discoveries show that the area has been 

inhabited since the Paleolithic era.  

 

 Legend has it that the weary Hercules stopped in the valley to bathe and 

rest. During the 165 years of Roman domination of Dacia, the 

Herculaneum Spa was known all over the Empire. Unearthed stone 

carvings show that visiting Roman aristocrats turned the town into a 

Roman leisure center. Six statues of Hercules from the time have been 

discovered. A bronze replica of one of them, molded in 1874, stands as a 

landmark in the town center. 

 



Hercule's Statue 



TRAIAN'S BRIDGE 

 

 Traian's Bridge or Bridge of Apollodorus over the Danube was a Roman 

segmental arch bridge, the first to be built over the lower Danube. Though it was 

only functional for a few decades, for more than 1,000 years it was the longest 

arch bridge in both total and span length. 

 

 The bridge was constructed in 105 AD by Greek architect Apollodorus of 

Damascus for the deployment of Roman troops in the war against Dacia. 

 

 At each end was a Roman castrum, each built around an entrance, so that 

crossing the bridge was possible only by walking through the camps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Traian' s Bridge 



The ruins in 2009, surrounded by a square concrete compound which was built to protect the monument 

from the rise of the water level following the construction of the Iron Gate I dam, Romania. 



Ulpia Traiana Augusta Dacica 
Sarmizegetusa 

 

 Colonia Ulpia Traiana Augusta Dacica Sarmizegetusa was the capital and the 

largest city of Roman Dacia, later named Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa after the 

former Dacian capital, located some 40 km away. Built on the ground of a camp of 

the Fifth Macedonian Legion, the city was settled by veterans of the Dacian wars. 

From the very beginning it received the title of colonia and the status of ius 

Italicum. With an area of 30 hectares, a population between 20,000 and 25,000, 

and strong fortifications, Ulpia Traiana was the political, administrative and 

religious centre of Roman Dacia in the 2nd and 3rd centuries. 

 

 

 The city was destroyed by the Goths. Today Ulpia Traiana remains in ruins, with a 

partly preserved forum, an amphitheatre, and remnants of several temples. 

 



ULPIA TRAIANA SARMIZEGETUSA 



TRAIAN'S COLUMN 

   

   Traian's Column (Italian Colonna Traiana) is a Roman triumphal 

column in Rome, Italy, that commemorates Roman emperor Traian's 

victory in the Dacian Wars. It was probably constructed under the 

supervision of the architect Apollodorus of Damascus at the order of 

the Roman Senate.  

 

     It is located in Traian's Forum,  north of the Roman Forum. Completed 

in AD 113, the freestanding column is most famous for its spiral bas relief, 

which artistically describes the epic wars between the Romans 

and Dacians (101–102 and 105–106). Its design has inspired 

numerous victory colums, both ancient and modern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRAIAN'S COLUMN 


